387 Linden Street, «
Wellesley Hills, MA 02181
Pebruary 21, 1981

Dear Camilla,

You are quite kmowledgeable about some early Pennsylvania German
ancestors. I appreciate your information.

I'll give you what I know at present.
From Cathy Berger, 304 Trenton Avenue, Laurel Springs, NJ 08021:

Hanna Berger, bogyn Dec. 7, 1810, daughter of Peter and Elizabeth Berger
of Tulpehocken, married Johannes Himmelberger, March 31, 1827, at Womelsdorf,
aceording to Alt Berks (sie).

She also mentioned a Sarah Berger, died 1889, married to Benjamin
Himmelberger, accordipg to Bk Biog Berks Co PA 1898 (sie). Her ancester,
George Wilhelm Berger. is buri-'d at Zion Blue Mountain Cemetery, Strausstown.

From Elsie Lebo Stauffer, 88 John Street, Kingston PA 1870k:

Valentin Himmelberger died in 1788, Bern Tgwship (see Federal Census
page 1). Made will Feb. 28, 1787, recorded Aug. 2, 1788. Had eight children
(Philip Jacob. Elisabeth, C atharine, Clara, George, Susanna and Eve).

Geprke, Valentin's bréather, came on the ship, Patience, Sept. 19, 1749,
at Philadelphia.

In Federal Census of 1790, % Himmelberger is listed as head of
family, Bern Township. (Is this Valentin's brother or son?) 8ix daughters
and two sons under 16. Died in fall of 1821. Will made F\pril 19, 123 x8%x 1821,
probated Oct. 15, 1821, recorded in Will Book C, page 248, Berks County.

Eliza?eth, his wife, surviwed him. He had 11 children (Gemge, Jonathan,
Valentin, ~hilip, Magdalena, Catharina, Elisabeth (Fisher), Sarah, Sybilla,
Susanna, and David (deceased who had a s:n, George). '

In Federal Census of 1790, Jacob Himmelberger, son of Valentin,
had five daughters and 3 sons under 16. Died in 1824, Will in Will Boock C,
page 315. Among children were Johannes, Elizabeth and Susamna.

From Ray C. Nunemacher, 22 N. Ormond Avenue, Havertown, PA 15083:

His great-grandparents were John Hinmelberger (1806-1885) and Hanna
Berger Himmelberger (1810-1853), and are buried at Zion Blue Mountain
Cemetery, Strausstown.

Miehael H imelberger (1808-1870) and Margueretta Haag Himmelberger (1816~
1895) buried in Bernville Cemetery.

Ruben (1829-1895) wife Rebecca Grimes H. , 1829-1904, buried Zion EM
George (1829-1909) wife Sarah Robenson, (1837-1920), buried at Zion EM

The problem I have is that while Valentin's line seems to be somewhat
clear, my ancestor, Solomon Himmelberger, _does not appear. I gust do some
sleuthing into the sons of Valentin (other than Jaeob and posiibly Geroge),
and the sons of brother George. Strangely, Hans Melchoir has not turned up

anywhere.
My father and sister still live in Lebanon, PA. He is 85 (I am 58)
I hope to find some time this year to do some research. Cordially,
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6. Bach congregation is to have one Elder and two Deacons, the latter to be elected
" every two years but the former every four years.

7. Unanimously resolved by the congregations that order and discipline according to>
the teaching of Christ be maintained. This to be in force for both congregations until
amended or recinded by a majority of both congregations.

And so, Old Belleman’s still stands beside the road, no longer in a wildwood, but yet a
plllar of Christianity. It is still used for worship on occasion and twice a year for union
services but with the Reformed Pastor officiating at the Spring Service and the Lutheran
Pastor at the late Summer Service. Lately a Pennsylvania German service for an evening
Vesper has been instituted and quite recently an open Communion Service was held by
the Reformed Congregation (June 23,1974). Other special services are at the moment in
the planning stage. Our Sunday School services are an integral part of the morning
worship service in this old edifice. Usually an outside speaker is procured for the occasion.
Many renowned man and women from over a wide area have had this privilege. For
many years after we occupied the new church, an annual service would be held in the
old church beginning in the morning with Sunday School, followed with an English
service and continued in the afternoon with a German service. Again, usually an out-
sider would deliver the sermon.

Not only unique in its setting, old Belleman’s has always been quite different in the
way of worship. Even now, this old edifice knws no artificial light but on occasion the
old gas lamps for picnics and festivals and more frequently kerosene lamps; no heat but
the two potbelly stoves that adorned the very center of the main aisle with stove pipe
chimneys extending up through the ceiling, seemingly a mile high; and water has never
found its way inside by way of pipeline.

The goblet or wineglass pulpit with its sounding board roof still clings to the north
wall and keeps a vigil over the square Altar immediately below it. Members commune
around it in a “square circle” as I like to term it, and within the minister presents the
elements and then pronounces the words of “Peace”. On the balcony directly across and
elevated slightly above the level of the pulplt reposes the old pump organ with its unique
bellows, still ringing out the sounding j joy or in case of a funeral, the sadness which the
congregation around it and below now follow with expertice. But one thinks of years
gone by when they sang “after” a song leader then called the “Fohrsinger”. In that age
the so called song leader or chorister would read or sing a line of the hymn and the
congregation would repeat after him the same line. Sometimes the minister did the
reading. But the old organ which is the original one does not even produce a whimper,
unless some good-natured soul volunteers to man the pump lever at the right back corner,
giving the organ the necessary volume of air to pour out its melody. But even then, it
needs must have a musician at the keyboard to manipulate the right buttons and keys
in order to bring out the majestic music it is capable of producing. The writerremembers
two things that never added to the harmony of pumping and playing - the leaking of the
bellows and the drowsiness of the pump-man.

The pews are hard and straight and most uninviting, and the roll-topdecor used as
trim across the very top of each pew back, certainly does not add to the comfort of the
worshlper I guess this helps to keep the would-be listener awake. One beauty of the
pews is their location, so that wherever one sits, you always face the pastor. The church
holds three balconies and five groups of pews in the lower level, of the sanctuary. The
Choir occupies that part around the sides and front of the organ on the south balcony.
The young single men sat on the east balcony and the fathers on the west balcony The
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(This 48 a trnanscrnipiion of most of the matenial which you
see in the oniginal copy of Valentine Mockef [Mogle) Inventonry.)

INVENTORY OF THE GOODS § CHATTELS WHICH WERE OF VALLINTIN MOCKEL
LATE OF BERN TOWNSHIP IN BERKS COUNTY DREASSET THE 13th DAY OF
APRIL 1795 By Vallindin Mockel Junrn Son of the aforesaid
Administratorn Value as undernneath Set fornth by the Subscriben

Coat & Jacket

Coat & Jacket

Pains of Trowsens
Hankenchdi §s

Hat & Cap

Pain of Stockins
Great Coat

Lether Epron
4 Chnls

Pocket Hanckenchifs
Yearnd Hemp Linnen
Yearnd Dowlinnen
Yeanrds 05 Strnibs
Veards & % :0f Lincey
PLLLo Caébeé

Betd Case

10 Hand Towks

8 Cheats

§ Tapel CLoaths
Scheaving Tools

1 Lucking Glas

1 PLnacket

20 Yeanrds Hemp Linnen
3 Puthen Dishes

1 Buthen Playd

10 Buthen PLadids

13 Spoons

2 Buthen Tankands

4 Trhon Laydels & ------ fork
1 Cow

3 Sheap

4 Semming Books

] Testament
Som old Books

Scrap Inon

Buethen Botel & Salit=Box
Boettels
GLlaysses

Lamps & 1 Candelstick
Forks

Coffee Mile

Greap Inon Brush & Don Scheapen

( This column L& an attempi

at modenn transcrniption and
spelling)

Leathen Apron

VYarnd Hemp Linen
VYarnd Towel Linen

2 Yands & % of Linsey
2 Pillow Cases
1 Belt Case

8 Table CLoths
Shaving Tools
Looking GLlass
1 Blanket

A Pewten Dishes

Pewtenr Plate
Pewten Blates

Pewten Tankands
Trnon Ladles & ---

3 Sheep

Pewten Bottle

GLasses



INVENTORY -
tstfale of Walentine Mogle, continued:

2 Specktakels 2 Spectacles

1 pairn of Shoes

1 Kittel § Funnel 1 Kettel & Funnel
Som Shomaken Tuyls Some Shoemaken Tools
Pans

Trnon Kittel § Pot 1 Tron Keetle & Pot
Bells

Atz 1 Axe

Saws

PLayns 3 Planes

Packens

Some Tuyels & Cheassels Some Tools & Chisels
2 Hamens & Tong

Some Cooppern Tuyls Some Coopen Tooks (barnel making)
Watening Pott

Drawing Knives

Sighkels 3 Sickles

Split Tron

Real --

042 Jack Kan & Bottel

Cask

Some Hemp Yeann

3 Chains

2 Axeses & a Choppen

Rope

Landean

‘pairn of Silyends

Sheep=Shean & Shoe Inron

Splinning Wheek

Buckets

WA= -

) ==t = = ) Ut =

Chiinn

Cups

Cup & Woodden funnel

Capsiteh Tup

Barnels

CAsk

Saw

Some Yeanrn

9 Bags

Some Lethexr

Bed

Chest

Chaf§ Back Cheed & Betfease

Chest

Bed & Bedstraw Total value 102 pounds
By a Note 14 shillings
By a Note 4 pence
Cash

By a vendue Peapexn
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Duly appriased by the Subscribens the 28th day of April Anno
Domdnd 1795..ccuieeninenen.
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6. Each congregation is to have one Elder and two Deacons, the latter to be elected
" every two years but the former every four years.

7. Unanimously resolved by the congregations that order and discipline according to.

the teaching of Christ be maintained. This to be in force for both congregations until
amended or recinded by a majority of both congregations.

Anc 50, Okl Belleman's s=f stznZs Sesife th= m0al. on Ioner iz vifennl. T aem
Sl o Tpmanry F oI szl roer o wTSoT Ir DoesrrT i e F sEee oo Ionw
e o T A Frymer Tz o mmy £l o Aeem o T T
I e = oo ey = i Tmeoeirer— .'..__.3-: —=
ez—rzmsr,m =T s
oo Segrassr Dpeeerrre pmes T B el g eyt g
die sy sSEee.  COr RHMEY ND0W BTN JP i SiErmwi ST O S8 TOISnT
worship service in this old edifice. Usually an outside speaker is procured for the occasion.
Many renowned man and women from over a wide area have had this privilege. For
many years after we occupied the new church, an annual service would be held in the
old church beginning in the morning with Sunday School, followed with an English
service and continued in the afternoon with a German service. Again, usually an out-
sider would deliver the sermon.

~ Not only unique in its setting, old Belleman’s has always been quite different in the
way of worship. Even now, this old edifice knws no artificial light but on occasion the
old gas lamps for picnics and festivals and more frequently kerosene lamps; no heat but
the two potbelly stoves that adorned the very center of the main aisle with stove pipe
chimneys extending up through the ceiling, seemingly a mile high; and water has never
found its way inside by way of pipeline.

The goblet or wineglass pulpit with its sounding board roof still clings to the north
wall and keeps a vigil over the square Altar immediately below it. Members commune
around it in a “square circle” as I like to term it, and within the minister presents the
elements and then pronounces the words of “Peace”. On the balcony directly across and
elevated slightly above the level of the pulplt reposes the old pump organ with its unique
bellows, still ringing out the sounding joy or in case of a funeral, the sadness which the
congregation around it and below now follow with expertice. But one thinks of years
gone by when they sang “after” a song leader then called the “Fohrsinger”. In that age
the so called song leader or chorister would read or sing a line of the hymn and the
congregation would repeat after him the same line. Sometimes the minister did the
reading. But the old organ which is the original one does not even produce a whimper,
unless some good-natured soul volunteers to man the pump lever at the right back corner,
giving the organ the necessary volume of air to pour out its melody. But even then, it
needs must have a musician at the keyboard to manipulate the right buttons and keys
in order to bring out the majestic music it is capable of producing. The writerremembers
two things that never added to the harmony of pumping and playing - the leaking of the
bellows and the drowsiness of the pump-man.

The pews are hard and straight and most uninviting, and the roll-topdecor used as
trim across the very top of each pew back, certainly does not add to the comfort of the
worshiper. I guess this helps to keep the would-be listener awake. One beauty of the
pews is their location, so that wherever one sits, you always face the pastor. The church
10lds three balconies and five groups of pews in the lower level, of the sanctuary. The

“hoir occupies that part around the sides and front of the organ on the south balcony.
Che young single men sat on the east balcony and the fathers on the west balcony. The
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" thonotary of the Supream Coyrt

e of the Province of Pennfylvania,

-cify, That at 5 Supream Court helq at Phi-

lavespr.. | oF the faid Province of ~Pefm&/vaﬂia, the 2%,, 25"
Day of 2.y, ¢. .. in the Year of our Lord,
One Thoufand Seven Hundred ang l/ca-;;!‘y @20+ Before

/(/é/./ea,)n/ Rlle >, . th el ;WG%nQ T
Efquires, Judges of the faid Court, betweer, the Hours of
Nine and Twelve of the CIo}k in the Forenoop of the fame
/v 4%

-

Da s/l azzé}zz&//o 27 . _ of Zpp2"

d 7" in the County of AZ.,.4er
being a Foreigner, and having inhabitedand réfided for the
Space of Sevep Years in His Majeﬂ:y’s Colonies in America,
and not having been abfent out of fome of the faid Colonjes
for a longer Time than Two Months ataWnX one Time dyr-

ing the faid Seven, Years. Apd the faig a-/\é{/b?(—(-ﬂ'(f’///ﬂ?’/(?//

Reign of King GEORGE the Firft) according to the
Direcions of ap A& of Parliament, made in the Thirteenth
Year of His Jate Majefty King G £ RGE the Second,

and others, theresn nentioned, as gre Settled in any of His
Majefly's Colomies 17, America ; apd thereupon wag admitted
to be His Majefty’s natural borg Subje& of the Kingdom of
Great-Bm'taiﬂ, purfuant to the Dire&ion and Intent of the
faid A& of Parliament, Tefiimony wheréof, T haye here-
unto fet my Hand, and.affixed the Scal of the Supream
Court, the Ser B, . . . Day of Rforrr .. in

the Year firft above Mentioned, . o .
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